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parison between the capacities and achievements of
different races. Rather is it a matter for thankfulness
and rejoicing that the mind of man could conceive,
plan, and carry through against such odds, an enter-
prise dedicated to the service of civilisation. In the
victory eventually won all who did their bit, down to
the humblest negro and West Indian workman, deserve
to share in the universal gratitude.
The Americans tackled the problem with charac-
teristic efficiency and enthusiasm. They had to wait
until 1904 really to get going, when the creation of
the independent Republic of Panama had settled the
political difficulties which had caused vexatious delays.
There was also some uncertainty at first as to whether
a canal on the level or one with locks would be the
most satisfactory. The decision was finally given in
favour of the latter.
The order went forth to " make the dirt fly." Vir-
tually a military dictatorship was instituted so that the
work might proceed with expedition under conditions
of strict discipline. The dictator was Col. George W.
Goethals, an Army engineer, who was made chairman
of the Isthmian Commission and chief engineer in
charge of the canal.
It was amazing to see the transformation that took
place in a short while. After a terrible outbreak of
yellow fever the most important thing was to make the
Canal Zone safe for workmen. Once it had been dis-
covered that the infection was carried by mosquitoes
this became a comparatively simple matter. A con-
stant stream of oil or carbolic solution was fed into
every rivulet which constituted a breeding ground for